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ROOMY GROCERY BAG
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INFORMATION BEFORE WE START
Read through all instructions before starting your Roomy  Grocery bag.

Different seam allowance are used, but are provided in the sewing instructions.

Always remember to back stitch at start and end of stitching.

There are check boxes   in every step, so you can keep track of your progress.

For this Roomy Grocery bag,  fabric with big prints will work great.

                         If you have any questions, I am only an eamil away.

                                                           vivi@sewnideas.com
MATERIAL LIST:

Heavyweight fabric are recommended for structure and stability, such as canvas, outdoor fabric, 
home decor weight fabric, but you can also use heavyweight cotton fabric.

I recommend to wash, dry and iron your fabric before starting the bag.

Outer Fabric:
44 inches ((112 cm) wide .......................................................... 1 yard

Lining Fabric:
44 inches (112 cm) wide ............................................................1 yard

Normal sewing supplies.

CUTTING INSTRUCTION:    Seam allowance is included in all measurements

OUTER FABRIC
Cut two 21 inches (54 cm) squares...........................................................outer main body
Cut two 16 1/2 inches (42 cm) x 4 3/4 inches (12 cm) rectangles........handles

LINING FABRIC
Cut two 21 inches (54 cm) squares............................................................inside lining main body
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SEWING INSTRUCTION

PREPARING BOTTOM CORNERS:
This will help us to form the bottom of the bag later

1. Cut away a 3 inches (8 cm) square from the two bottom corners.

Do this on all 4 main body pieces. 

HANDLES

1. Fold handle in half lengthwise (long edges meet)  
    with wrong side together.   Press.

2. Open up and fold one side towards the center
     crease we just made.  Press.

3. Open up and fold the other side towards the
     center crease.   Press.

4. Fold in half again with both sides folded 
    towards the center crease.  Press.

5. Stitch each long folded edge using 1/8 inch
    (3 mm) seam allowance. 

6. Repeat step 1 - 5 for the other handle.
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SEWING INSTRUCTION

PLACING THE HANDLES

1. Place each end of one handle 7 inches (18 cm) from the side
     seams at the top of one of the outer main body pieces.

     Match up raw edge of handle with raw edge top edge of outer
     main body.

     Pin and baste in place, making sure the handle is not twisted.

7 inches
  (18 cm)

7 inches
  (18 cm)

2. Repeat step 1 to attach the last handle on the other outer main 
    body.

    BEFORE BASTING THE LAST HANDLE, CHECK THE
    HANDLES LINE UP.

1. Lay one of the lining main body pieces on the table, right side facing up.  Now lay one of the outer main 
    body pieces with the handle attached on top, right side facing down.   The handle is now sandwiched 
    between the lining fabric and the outer fabric.

2. Pin and stitch the top edge, using 1/4 inch (6 mm) seam allowance.   Sew back and forth a few times 
     where the handle is.

3. Optional, but recommended:  I like to make another stitching at the top edge, just to make sure everything
     will hold.   This time using 1/8 inch (3 mm) seam allowance.

4. Repeat step 1, 2 and 3 for the other main body pieces.

TOP OF BAG
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SEWING INSTRUCTION

ASSEMBLE THE BAG

1. Spread out one of the main body pieces we just made, and lay
     on the table, right side facing up.

2. Now lay the other main body piece on top, with right side
     facing down.

3. Line up top edges seams.

4. Pin the side seams and bottom in outer fabric and 
     bottom in lining fabric.    Sew toghether using 
     1/4 inch (6 mm) seam allowance, but leave about
     5 inches (13 cm) open at the bottom of the lining 
     fabric.    Do NOT pin or sew the corners!

O
PE

N
5. Optional, but recommended:
     Again I like to stitch one more time around
     all edges, using 1/8 inch (3 mm) seam
     allowance, still leaving the corners and the
     opening at the bottom.
     This is just to make sure everything will
      hold.

CORNERS
This will form the bottom of the bag

1. Align the bottom seam with the side seam in
    outer fabric.

2. Pin and sew together, using 1/4 inch (6 mm) seam allowance.

3. Optional, but recommended, make another stitching, this time
    using 1/8 inch (3 mm) seam allowance.

4. Repeat step 1 - 3 for the last 3 corners.

SEW HERE
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SEWING INSTRUCTION

5. Now your bag should look like this. 6. Turn right side out through the opening at the
     bottom of the lining fabric.  Carefully poke out
     corners.

7. Tuck the openings seam allowance inside and press, so the edges are even with the rest of the seam.

8. Sew the opening closed, using 1/8 inch (3 mm) seam allowance.

9. Push the lining fabric inside the bag and carefully poke out corners.  Press your grocery bag.  Also
     remember to  press the topedge.

TOPSTITCH
1. Topstitch around the top of the bag, using 3/8 inch (1 cm) seam allowance.

                       CONGRATS!

               “YOU ARE DONE”

   ENJOY YOUR ROOMY GROCERY BAG


